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EDITORIALS 

Creating new schools 
New 1aw is invitation to innovation 

A
n invitation from the state 
of California went out last 
week to any community 
with the vision and .gump

tion to 'be creative with public edu
cation. Educators and civic activists 
in Ventura County should hurry to 
respond. 

Under a bill by Sen. Gary Hart of 
Santa Barbara, signed last week by 
Gov. Pete Wilson, the state will es
tablish 100 charter schools that will 
be publicly funded but will also be 
free of many of the red-tape re
quirements of the Education Code. 
It is an invitation to communities 
and educators to create special 
schools with special programs. 

One possibility that comes im
mediately to mind is a recom
mendation recently put forth by the 
Oxnard Youth Committee that a 
Ventura County High School for 
Science and Technology be created. 
The charter school program cre
ates precisely the framework to 
make that kind of innovation pos
sible - it would, for instanc·e, allow 
a school to waive some state cur
riculum requirements, to extend 
the maximum number of instruc
tional days, to admit students with
out regard to where they live. 

Think of the possibilities: A high 
school created in concert with one 
or more private partners (such as 

-Amgen, the progressive and com
munity-minded biotechnology firm 
in Thousand Oaks),._ offering inten-. 

sive and advanced instruction in 
the sciences, and receiving the 
same per-pupil funding from the 
state as all public schools . .It would 
provide a true opportunity for edu
cational choice - and, under the 
charter school law, it would have to 
be non-discriminatory in admis
sions and could not charge tuition. 

The are many other possibilities, 
equally exciting if somewhat less 
grand: an elementary school where 
the teacher follows students 
through the grades; a middle 
school designed specifically to 
reach out to at-risk students before 
they drop out; a small transition-to
work high school, where students 
earn their diplomas while also 
breaking into a vocation. 

The point is that the charter 
school legislation has opened a win
dow to allow teachers a chance to 
innovate, and parents and students 
a chance to choose. 

Sen. Hart deserves praise for get
ting his Sm through a Le~islature 
made reluctant b o osition fr m 
some m e e o 
men . raise should also go to Gov. 
Wilsonfor his embrace. 

There will be only 100 charter 
schools in all of California, and the 
law is structured so that they are to 
be created from the bottom up -
by teachers and others petitioning 
local school boards. Educators in 
Ventura County should rush to re
spond to this call to creativity. 


