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What kind of schools might be started as charter schools under SB 
1448 (Hart)? The possibilities are limited only by teachers' 
imaginations, but here are some possible examples. 

School within an existing school 

Several high school teachers at an existing high school petition 
the school board for a charter to establish a vocational 
"transition to work" program. The petition could be cosponsored 
by a local business. Students who are currently enrolled in the 
high school would have the option of attending the new transition 
to work program which would include academic coursework coupled 
with job training at a worksite. This school within a sch9ol 
could operate on the same school site under contract with the 
school board or it could be housed at the local business' 
facility. 

Private school converts to a charter school 

An existing Montessori school, which emphasizes hands-on, 
experiential learning petitions the local school board to become 
a charter school serving children in grades K-6. If the charter 

· is approved, the Montessori school would have to be open to all 
students and would be prohibited from charging tuition thereby 
creating a new educational opportunity for parents who might 
otherwise be unable to afford such a school. 

Specialized school for at risk pupils 

An urban middle school whose pupil population consistently scores 
below average on standardized tests could form a collaborative 
with a postsecondary institution and seek a charter from the 
local school board to provide a specialized "accelerated" program 
to provide concentrated assistance for its pupils. The program 
would include a challenging curriculum, instead of repetitive 
remediation, and intensive instructional strategies that focus on 
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all students' ability to learn. The new charter school could be 
operated on the university campus and might serve either all or 
some portion of the existing school's enrollment. 

ungraded primary programs 

The teachers in grades K-3 at an existing elementary school could 
request a charter from the local school board to operate a 
program which eliminates the traditional grade level structure 
for children aged 4-9 to provide a developmentally appropriate 
curriculum whic~ allows children to progress at individual rates. 
The new charter school could be operated on the existing school 
site or at an alternate location. 

Teachers follow the students 

The teachers at a small school district offering instruction in 
grades K-8 could request a charter to establish a program which 
allows teachers to teach the same group of students throughout 
their elementary and middle school years. This allows teachers 
to develop a deep understanding of the abilities and learning 
needs of each pupil over a number of years and helps provide a 
better system of teacher accountability. The new charter school 
could be operated on the existing school site or at an alternate 
location. 

Essential school which focuses on academics 

The teachers at an existing high school could request a charter 
to operate an "essential school" based o"n the model articulated 
by Theodore Sizer at Brown University. Under such a model the 
curriculum focuses on traditional academic programs; mathematics, 
sc~ence, social science, language arts, while electives, 
vocational education, physical education and competitive sports 
are drastically reduced or eliminated. The money saved by 
eliminating . these activities is used to reduce -class sizes and 
increase funding for enriched instructional materials. The new 
charter school could be operated on the existing school site or 
at an alternate location. 


