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HART'S "CHARTER SCHOOL" BILL ON GOVERNOR'S DESK 

.SB 1448, legislation by Senator Gary K. Hart (D-Santa Barbara) to 

authorize the creation of "charter schools" passed the State Senate by 

a vote of 27 to 4 on Friday and was sent to the Governor for his 

• approval. 

These innovative public schools would be initiated by a group of 

teachers, who obtain a "charter" from a local school board. Under the 

terms of the charter, the specific goals and operating procedures for 

the school would be spelled out in the agreement between the board and 

the organizers, but in exchange for committing to the principles 

outlined in the petition, the school could be freed from the existing, 

sometimes cumbersome, public school bureaucratic rules and structure. 

"SB 1448 represents a major departure from 'business as usual' in 

our schools," Hart said. "We hav~ an opportunity to create new public 

schools which are teacher, parent, and community-initiated and outcome

based." 

The charter schools could be exempted from existing statutes and 

• regulations covering school districts to allow maximum flexibility in 
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achieving high educational outcomes. However, they would be required 

to maintain health and safety standards for pupils and staff, operate 

as nonsectarian entities, be open to all students irrespective of 

ethnicity, national origin, gender, or disability and prohibited from 

charging tuition. 

"I believe that the charter school approach can invigorate our 

public school system by creating stimulating educational environments," 

Hart said. "At a time when there is so much rancor about school 

funding, SB 1448 provides an opportunity for idealism and enthusiasm 

to be fostered in our public schools." 
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