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Sacramento 
Governor Wilson yesterday 

signed into law bills to create up 
to 100 "charter schools" run by 
teachers and parents, and to al
low Californians to make dona
tions to a breast cancer research 
fund with a voluntary checkoff 
on income tax forms. 

The charter-school measure by 
Senator Gary Hart, D-Santa Barba
ra, will allow parents, teachers and 
community organizations f oun
ding the schools to write their own 
rules and curriculum, set their 
own hours and hire employees un
der agreements with local school 
boards. 

The schools will be publicly fi~ 
nanced under the same formula as 
all California public classrooms, 
but will be freed from much of the 
state Education Code, which gov
ern class length and structure, and 
from union contracts adhered to 
by teachers in the larger school 
districts. 

Wilson vetoed a more restric
tive charter -school measure by As-

semblywoman Delaine Eastin, D
Union City, which would have re
quired teacher union approval of 
charter schools and state review 
and approval of charter applica
tions. 

Responslwe Schools 
In signing Hart's competing 

measure, Wilson said the charter 
school plan will "allow Califor
nians to design schools that are 
more responsive to the needs of 
the community, establish alterna
tive teaching methods, give par
ents a choice, and, most important
ly, improve pupil learning." 

Charter schools might focus on 
core academic subjects, offer spe
cial programs for bilingual chil
dren, or cooperate with local busi
nesses in vocational training for 
"at risk" high school students. 

Unlike "magnet schools," 
where districts determine where 
an alternative school is located and 
how it is run, charter schools may 
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be formed at the grass-roots level 
by parents and teachers, and will 
be accountable to school districts 
only for annual review and char-
ter renewal every five years. I 

How It's Done 
Districts can grant charters If a 

petition is signed by either 10 per
cent of the teachers employed by 
the district or by 50 percent of the 
teachers in one of the district's 

, schools. The schools may not 
charge tuition, but will be allowed • 
to accept private funds. They may 
set requirements for admission, 
but not on residency. 

Charter-seekers may petition 
their local school board, which 
would first hold a public hearing 
to determine the level of parent 
and employee support for the 
plan. If a charter ls denied, its 
backers can appeal to the County 
Board of Education. 

Teachers in charter schools un
der Hart's plan can change the 
number of days, hours, and min
utes they teach, and will not be 
bound by the district's union con
tract unless specified in the char
ter. Teachers without credentials 
can be hired. 


