
1 Under legislation sponsored -. by · · · 
i state Sen. Gary K. Hart .. (D.:.Santa . 
, Barbara), ·up to · 100-schools · can . ·_~'. ~ 

· ; obtain · charters · that give them 
< authority to -operate ·outside the - · 
· dictates of. the many volumed -state 
\ Education Code and .free . them frorn .· 
. teporting to · a ·school ~ -and ·a : 
; district . adininistratfon~ · In . ex- :: 

i 
'· 

· change, charter . schoois, which will . 
!be reviewed every five -years; must . 
:produce measurable results~.: 'in_~ ·. 
dueling meeting _siate s~~ for .. . _f.1:,_· student achievement :.· · :-::·--~· .. ;t;~;y;: :· ·-

In theory, fr~edom.frmn bur~a~-- . · 
cratic tegulations '~tenable char- . Y 

· . ter ~hools-one ·:·ot t th~. _ hottest . / ~ 
-: ideas iii the decade.::010 movement' . f. 
:to improve U.S. education-:-tQ cQn.:. __ ~; 
: centrate on delivering. ediicationaf:' _' ,. 
'. programs ~or~ .~o't~eir_~)ld~~~i .: . 
~ Minnesota stepped cautiously m ;;.:· , --~ ·· 
lto .granting such .autonomy ~m 1991,'.. · -_ . 
\allowing groups ·of license4.--teach-- · 
'ers ~to . form , eight _. ne~ -_ptiblic ;L. i 

. schools. 'Last summer ;dHart over- : . " · l _ 
'came opposition froin µte ·Califor- · . l · 
nia Teachers Assn. to;.win passage - ·. t 
of a: more . ambitious· . plan for the : i·:, 

·nation's most populous state. Late . 
,last month, .Gov.-Pete Wilson said 
: he wants to expand t};le program by . 
'. seeking)egislation to . ·a11ow entire · 
· districts to chart their own courses. 
i · "I, believe this wilr enable · us to 
;build a school of staff, community • 
:members, parents · and volunteers 
:that ' provide the very best ednca ~::_·~ -
. tion :we canr" Yucc~ Mesa.Principal · 
:Eva 'Kinsman said "We rio longer ·:. 
·have -to worry about . whether _· 
'something we want . to do Jits jn~-tr· · 
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l OharterS tff ~,~ l' 
j· ~:~··· "i ~ ;, ·: ·:· <</ .. ::'.: · l· 
.JJrSchools · ..•. ·. ··< . f· 
: .. __ /l f>t-, ., . : ._: ·: . .-. ··-_: . · \'~ ,?;,\ij , }:·:_~-,,~ 
. _.l!l~.t.;;ducation: 'nte ~~ .. 
aJ the first in California to .'·_ · . 

·_ .: . ~ m.dependent status: ... : . _:·;} ~:' 
. ··.~ V~!e al!~~W:'~6-c.,~~i'i/;t' i:. 
. . ~puses ,naµ-ly ~~lu~ ·._. __ ·'..;~:,,~. ij~:-

; ~alrf i?ir ~.· 
i· 1 . 'Ii;) El I)ora4oJ19unty, the (Ioin,: . 
· .. l munity Sch091,:;~ :open i~ doors 

1 fro~ 7 ~m: .Jo{ 10. ji.n . ~th _. an 
\ aca9-emic · .p~grain / aimed . eJCclu-
; sively at students (or whc;>~ tradi- · .,_, 
j tiorial methods have 1ailed.· ... · ,,ii~ ' .. 
1 In Sonoma, .a new public campus 
will b~ modeled _ : .. ori : a .. · system of-· 
private ~educatfon started ii1 Europe · 
shortiy ·afier the .~~ -of the .centu;: 

!: 
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ry. And _itj S~ Bernar~o C_ounty,' , 

parents ·at Yucca ~esa Elementary 
School will sign contracts ·agreeing 

~-

~. . ti> participate -in campus<life. . . . . '-~ 
. These ar~·~ong the nine schools 

that , made ·, history · Thursday by 
becoming_ the . first: charter schools 
in California · With a -vote of the . 
State Board of Education, California · · 
became the second state to give · 
public· campuses nearly absolute -1 
freedom to reinvent themselves. - (. 
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CHARIER: 9 Schools Achieve New Status. 
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Continued from A3 . ·• . . Kmsman said charter-status-will · .ents :n rhey will agree · to spend . a 
with school board policy, just about · :_·ipllow. the school to add° programs mirumum number · of hours ori · a 
whether it is bestfor our . children." ... that would n<;>t have been possible _ range 9f-: activities-including vol~ 

The staff at Yucca ·Me~. ~ kin -: ·, because ~e:f conflicted-~t _h bc>cird -.-unteering in the classroom, helping ,: 
dergarten through sixth-grade cam- _ .· policies; One. involves --:setting up _ with a . .fµnd~raiser, and cutting out 
pus in Yucca Valley. and the first.in . separate clas$es for students --whose . :,:·'bulletin>lx>ard ·materials at home~ , 
Southern Californfa to win charter : .behavioral problems - make · them :~ Parents ~ho · do not want to partic~ 'l~

school status, plans to build on some · : likely candidates , for failur~ down ·_ "ipate ~ -have ~eir child bused, · at \.-~
of the programs under way_ at the . the road. . .:,: -~ :,;-·.:i•~:,; ·. ~;:: ,; , ~: .. ,, . .. . ... district .expense, to another school. I.! 
Morongo Unified School District · · · By the-·'starl.-of ':school ··this fall,. : But Kinsman -said she is going to 
Board of Education. They include · an .. when Yucca Mesa· •ts : to,s~e . : gre~t ~-. le~hs , to meet with all ~ ,: 
intensive intervention . project for · off on its own, . Kinsman expects to parents on evenings or weekends to ~t 
first-graders who · show signs of . · have negoti~ted coritracts -~th par- persuade them of the benefits and to ~t; 
falling behind in reading •and math, ··· · :,,.:.:. - ,_work o~t-a "mutual support agree- ·: 
after-school prog~arns (or . gifte _d · .. _ .... · .·--m~rit~ suitable for eaCh family.. #~ - _ 

students and a system for .including . . _ ·)._ _ .. , . . _ -. ·</ r!1~r~<aie ·s(?m~\ rules . that -the ( 
severely handicapped students _ -in "E . p '· . ·.-.&ca .. ; . ~--·. ,-.. neWiODatter schools must follow:-
regular classroom activities. -:-\.~ ye-. · opptµ~~-: - . , . ~ ... ·'. -'. .. · ' 'J?ief ._· :~riot" -·. ~barge '. t~9on · or :, . 

About 20% of Yucca Mesa's 550 -· Leaves Clue,to-Cnme .· · . . __ yiol~!~J he state .Gonstitut1()n, they :, 
students qualify for special clq5ses _-· . . - . , ; . . ·,. --.. .., --.• .-0 •• , • • • , :_ :' mtisi{adhere ~tQ. applicable federal f 
because of emotional, learning or . EL CERRITO, ,Cfilµ~~Police are -_ reID}la~ons· and requirements~ ·be ~-
physical disabilities. But be~use · of · · looking for · a 24'-ye·ar-old ·former · · .. · no:r:i:.:.discriminatory in admissions, . ( 
efforts by teachers, families and the c_onvict after finc:titfg'm unexpected . and( d_~monstrate how they will i 
other students, .all but two are able -: .. c;:lue .at the scen~-·<?.f. his -.-~eged .' - ,achi~v~ a,ra~i~ ~n_d ethnic bal~ce t 
to spend at least half their day in .·ey.~-popping escape._ ··:- '. • · · · that , __ ~(lee~ . then- communities. ~, 
regular.classroom'S, Kinsman said . .. , .:. _-0,,-Detectives foun_d . a , p~astic eye- . Anyone :~n start a charter school, ; ;. 

Second-grader Claire M_ohler ·:~,1'i:pa11: marked _- !~A-:.:~arris''- __ : __ at -an ___ but _-~ .e~ting .private scho~l ~ ... ~/ 
helps classmate · CJ:nistina, ~ho !5 · ~x-~

1
!partment complex · .. --wher.e a . 28- .. not apply .to become one. - . . - ij. 

nearly completely deaf - and has . -~yem,--:old man was .wounded .by t:wo ._ The :state's charter schools law, f 
other handicaps. Claire took .a sigi) :,: .. _gunmen . Jan .. 16~- ·Aaron .· Levall wbich _'wen·t into effect Jan. 1,-/ 
language class · ·at . sc~ool so she · ·. ·Harris, the fake 1 __iiy~s appar~nt r~wres ._._that schools . _submit de-" { 
could communicate with Christina. · .. owner, is· a suspect, police said. · '.- . : tailed :jirop.osals to their · ,school i. 

_ "I like to help her - do lots of : .. ;-~·Detective Shawn Maples said it · boar~f = for approval. Once local r 
things, getting off the swings or · appears the · prosthetic _eye popped appto v~f: is granted, the _charter ! 
going tci"lunch and the library. In . - out · of its · ~ocket , during an ·, escape . appl~cation is forwarded to the [ 
class I make sure she knows what from the second-story apartment. . 

1 

state · board for final .designation, on : 
to do, like to sit down or fo color," · - Harris lost his -left ' eye \ when .· · a first-co~e, first-served basis. •/ 
said Clai~e, who first met Christina . wouride(l by . a · shotgun . blast in _ . l)ecisions on · such matters · as ) 
✓in kindergarten. "Now . she's ·my . 1988, according to police. . wheth~r "to keep the district's . em.,. i 

· friend. ·" · · · ' · · · - - --~ssociat~dPress ·. Please see CHARTER, A35 
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Contintted from A34 _ i,~{: · ·1ti 
· ploy~e 1uruon's or" what textbooks to ' tr 
use ·-' arf left Up_· to . the individual · I_· • 
. school~. Charter schools will get the [f 
· same $lotint of public funding as 7; 

.. ·]!~;tt;;~hc;~~~. ~ 
. : \ . ... A lsixtb: thr~ugh 12th~ grade ~ 
.. : ,~u~Jri Sonoma County tnat will. . i .. :.:_;
: : -proviM busine~s or . industry .ap- ~-
,. pr.enticeships for all studen~. . 

1
r .... 

· . e,T\lr'o campuses in western Plac- f,_· 
. er County that will enable students 
· to earn credits for non-classroom ,[<. 
. activities and · issuf:! diplomas based , I 
_on specific academic achievements. · ·". ~ -.(x tr8rii~ ... scho6ling _; pragr~, f 
unciex: the ... ~iispices.of the ·B~nnett f. · 
Valley l[mon Elementary · School ;if . 
District in Sonoma County, which 
;will -proVIde money to parents who 1: 

· ·want ' to,rteach .. their · children at ~~i 
home ; Li :· _': ~t 
· ':°:-• · Sc~eiJ. El~men~y School in h:~ 

·. Pl'acerville, which wfU feature -~-;' ,,; 
computei :O:based "instruction · and · , .. 
flexible age arid ability grouping. : tj" 

: .• · .. A ; kindergarten through ,, 
._.· ·eighth-grade campus in . .Sonoma,. !1 
- which will. use the approach of the ,, 

·wrudorf ·.system,' in which teachers 
· ·· · stay ,wi~:._~l: same --Students each 

year. ·.·· . 
• A campus in San Carlos in San 

_:/ · ;,, : _! Mateo County that . will . offer a 
longer school year and require ' 

. students , .to · perform community · 
. service.. ",: · 

.. ,, .. 


