
MEETING TO CLARIFY THE 1991 OUTCOME-BASED (CHARTER SCHOOL) LAW 
Monday, August 26, 1991 8:00 - 10:00 AM 

Room 229 state Capitol 

Below are some of the questions/problems that have surfaced as 
materials for distribution to persons interested in charter schools 
have started to be developed. The purposes for this meeting are to 
first, come to some decisions on interpretation for the immediate need 
to communicate with those interested in forming charter schools and 
second, to make note of language or technical changes that could be 
brought to the legislature in 1992. 

PROBLEM: It is not clear in the outcome-based charter school law just 
how or when the process for creating a charter school begins and what 
the state board of education is to approve. 

"Subd. 4 {a) A sponsor may authorize one or more licensed teachers 
• to form and operate an outcome-based school subject to approval 

by the state board of education." 

"Subd. 4 (b) Before a teacher may begin to form and operate a 
school, the sponsor must file an affidavit with the state board of 
education stating its intent to authorize an outcome-based school. The 
affidavit must state the terms and conditions under which the sponsor 
would authorize an outcome-based school." 

Can teachers seek a sponsor before having all the contractual details 
completed? 

Should the terms and conditions that a sponsor would authorize a 
charter school be left to local school boards or should there be some 
kind of guideline prepared? 

What information does the state board of education need from a sponsor 
in order to approve the sponsor's authorization of a school? 

POSSIBLE SOLUTION: The teacher(s) submit a 3-5 page letter of intent 
to a local school board outlining the purpose of the school, the 
philosophy of learning and instruction, expected learning outcomes and 
assessment methods, characteristics of student body {ages, number of 
students, at-risk, handicapped, etc.), length of school year, intended 
management and administration of school, and the process for electing a 
board of directors. 

The affidavit stating the terms and conditions under which the 
sponsoring board would authorize an outcome-based school would be sent 
to the state board of education with the teacher's letter of intent 
attached. After state board approval for the sponsoring board to 
authorize a school, the group forming a school would complete the 
contractual process with the sponsoring school board. 



Can the sponsoring district be any district in the state 
regardless of the location of the school? 

"Subd. 8 (b) The school ·must be located in Minnesota. Its 
specific location may not be prescribed or limited by the sponsor or 
other authority except a zoning authority." 

POSSIBLE SOLUTION: Allow teachers to get authorization from any school 
district in the state. It is highly likely that students from more 
than one district will be attending a charter school. It is also 
possible that districts least inclined to sponsor a charter school may 
be in greatest need for an alternative to the schooling currently 
available in their districts. 

PROBLEM: The establishment of a board of directors for the charter 
school. 

"Subd. 4 (c) The teachers authorized to organize and operate a 
school shall hold an election for members of the school's board of 
directors. All staff members employed at the school and all parents of 
children enrolled in the school may participate in the election. 
Licensed teachers employed at the school must be a majority of the 
m~mbers of the board of directors." 

"Subd. 11 The school's board of directors shall employ and 
contract with necessary teachers, . . • who hold valid licenses to 
perform the particular service for which they are employed in the 
school. The board may employ necessary employees who are not required 
to hold teaching licenses to perform duties other than teaching and may 
contract for other services. The board may discharge teachers and 
nonlicensed employees." 

If the board of directors is responsible for hiring the staff for the 
school, how can they be elected, at least the first year, by the staff 
and parents of students attending the school? 

POSSIBLE SOLUTION: A temporary board of directors, consisting of 
individuals who have been intimately involved in the planning and 
development of the school, could serve until the school has been 
operating for a stated period of time (2 months or so?). 

~PROBLEM: Must the char:er sc:o:l: pa:t:c:p:t: in student accounting 
~and financial procedures required of districts by MDE (such as MARSS, 

UFARS)? 

This might be decided by MDE. There may be some advantages to the 
state for the charter schools providing the same information as other 
schools in the state. These systems do provide information about 
pupils and financial accountability. 



UFARS is a fairly complex system of coding expenditures and at present 
districts have varying degrees of following all the coding procedures. 
There are other accounting programs which are available on PC's that 
can be purchased. · 

PROBLEM: It is not very clear about the geographic area intended for 
attendance for non-Caucasian majority schools. 

"Subd. 9 [ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS) The school may limit admission 
to: (4) residents of a specific geographic area if the percentage of 
the population of non-Caucasian people in the geographic area is 
greater than the percentage of the non-Caucasian population in the 
congressional district in which the geographic area is located, as long 
as the school reflects the racial and ethnic diversity of that area." 

POSSIBLE INTERPRETATION: The school must reflect the racial and ethnic 
diversity of the population in the specific geographic area within the 
congressional district. This would apply to geographic areas which 
have a majority of non-Caucasians living in the area. This should not 
apply to areas which are primarily Caucasians. 

PROBLEM: The word unilaterally in the section dealing with causes for 
nonrenewal or termination. 

"Subd. 21. . . . A sponsor or the state board may unilaterally 
terminate a contract during the term of the contract for any ground 
listed in paragraph (b). At least 60 days before not renewing or 
terminating a contract, the sponsor, or the state board if the state 
board is acting to terminate a contract, shall notify the board of 
directors of the school of the proposed action in writing." 

Should the sponsor and the state board be in contact before terminating 
a school? Can one or the other terminate the contract without 
consultation with each other? 

Does "written notice 60 days" before terminating or renewing a contract 
apply when terminating a contract during the term of the contract or 
when renewing or terminating a contract at the end of the contractual 
period? 

POSSIBLE SOLUTION: The sponsor and the state board should discuss the 
termination of a contract before the term of the contract has been 
reached, if there is cause to believe that termination is necessary. 

A written notice and an opportunity to hold a hearing should be granted 
to the school whether the contract is being terminated early or being 
considered for nonrenewal. 



@ 
PROBLEM: The requirement that schools serving students-of-color must 
submit a plan to the persons-of-color advisory committee when schools 
serving all Caucasian students is not required to have this review. 

It would seem with the new direction of multi-culture, gender-fair, and 
disability sensitivity we would want all schools to demonstrate a 
curriculum and instructional program which would meet the approval of 
this advisory committee. 

It would also seem that those seeking to serve a student body composed 
of at least 50% noncaucasian students are being expected to jump 
another hoop not required of schools serving all Caucasian students. 

POSSIBLE SOLUTION: All charter school applicants submit their proposal 
to the Advisory Committee. 
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~_./PROBLEM: 

board of 
Content of reports to the sponsoring district and the state 

education. 

"Subd. 14. An outcome-based school must report at least annually 
to its sponsor and the state board of education the information 
required by the sponsor or the state board. The reports are public 
d{:lta under chapter 13." 

Will the content of the report to the sponsoring district and the state 
board of education following any guideline so there is some uniformity 
across schools or may each report reflect the contract with its 
sponsoring school board? And/or specific state board requests? 

To avoid multiple reports may the school use a single report for both 
the sponsoring school board and the state board? 

Are the charter schools responsible for reporting student information 
and financial to MOE? 

POSSIBLE SOLUTION: Since there is an upper limit of eight schools each 
report could reflect the contract with the sponsor. Have the report to 
the sponsor be the same report to the state board. If the state board 
has any specific requests to be included in the report this can be 
conveyed to the sponsoring board. 


