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Here're a few developments re: charter schools. 

* 
There've been two meetings with interested educators, and 

with others interested in helping teachers. You should have had 
notes of the first already; notes of the 6/26 meeting are 
enclosed. So is a current roster. Lots of interesting things 
are coming out -- both about the interest and about the 
difficulties. 

* 
North Branch is probably going to be the only '91 start. 

Their 'letter of intent' went to the state board in mid-June. 
Basically they've claimed a place in line. They still have to 
work out the specifics of their agreement . . . but it will 
involve 4th/5th grade, four teachers, about 160 kids. They make 
make a request to charter an alternative learning center, too. 

* 

The State Board will have to act on that request at its 
August meeting. Inside the Department of Education Peggy Hunter 
has gotten the assignment to help implement the charter schools 
legislation, both with interested teachers and with school boards 
who get approached. 

* 
As you probably know, there has been quite a bit of national 

interest . . especially given the attention now in Washington 
to choice (with Sen. Kennedy coming out for a public-school 
version and with the Democratic Leadership Council's interest) 
and to new schools (with the administration's proposal and Sen. 
Durenberger's variation). Bill Honig, the state superintendent 
in California, says he wants to propose a charter-schools bill 
next year. I met with the new superintendent, a couple of board 
members, some labor people and interested-others in Detroit this 
week. 

* 
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The curiosity of the AFT is especially interesting. ~ 
Goldberg, who directs the 're-structuring' center in the national 
off ice has been trying to understand both the law and the 



politics here. Bob Pearlman, director of research for the Boston 
Teachers Union and until recently a consultant to AFT/Washington, 
was in Minnesota June 25-26 asking about it (among other things). 

* 
There will be a meeting shortly with the MN High-Technology 

Council, about helping teachers who'd like to start something in 
the math/science area. The changes there (all as of July 1) will 
be helpful. The director will be Bob Vanasek. The new chair 
will be Jim Johnson, who is very interested. The chair of the K-
12 committee will be Margaret Lulic, who is one of the interested 
teachers (formerly in Osseo). 

* 
Joel Sutter, formerly with the Senate and now business 

manager in Rosemount/Apple Valley, made an interesting comment. 
That district is about to build a third high school. "That means 
we'll be offering nothing but the experience of school with 600 
kids in the graduating class," he said. "That's wrong. That's 
not good for all kids. Besides, we'll close one of those schools 
before the bonds for the new one are paid off. 

"We ought to take that next increment of 2,000 kids and 
organize a whole set of smaller and different schools for them" 

* 


