
Committee update 
Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn) met when a child reaches kindergarten, said 
Fri., Mar. 15. Pappas. The bill was approved and sent 

S.F. 152, allowing a referendum on to the Education Funding Division. 
combination for the school districts of A bill authorizing funding for early 
Elgin-Millville and Plainview was heard. childhood education programs (ECFE) 
The bill, authored by Sen. Lyle Mehrkens for families with non-English speaking 
(IR-Red Wing), is necessitated by the parents was also presented to the subcom-
desire of the two school districts to hold a mittee. S.F. 613, also authored by 
referendum on both the issue of combina- Pappas, calls for employment of bilingual 
tion and on a bonding initiative for a interpreters, significant outreach, home 
new school building to be used by the visits, assistance in basic living skills, and 
new combined district, said Mehrkens. transportation to and from ECFE pro-
Current law would not permit voters in grams. The cost of an interpreter is not 
the district other than where the new included in the budgets of ECFE pro-
bu ilding will be built to vote on the bond grams, but interpreters are needed, 
issue. The bill permits voters in both especially in serving the Hmong com-
districts to consider the bond issue when munities, said Pappas. Ge Vang, a parent 
the combination referendum is consid- participating in the Northeast ECFE pro-
ered. The bill was approved and sent to gram, said through an interpreter that 
the full Education Committee. participation has been beneficial for her 

A bill permitting school districts and and her older children, but she is unable 
education districts operating under joint to take part in significant English classes 
powers agreements to conduct public due to a lack of child care for her younger 
meetings using interactive television was children. The bill was approved and sent 
also considered. S.F. 396, authored by to the Education Funding Division. 

Lake), clarifies that district boards may Butcome-based schools 
Sen. Harold "Skip" Finn (DFL-Cass ~ 

conduct meetings that are requirecrtO e The Education Governance and 
open to the public by using interactive Structures Subcommittee, chaired by 
television to connect participants at Sen. Tracy Beckman (DFL-Bricelyn), 
different sites. The bill was approved and met Wed., Mar. 20, to hear testimony on 
sent to the full Education Committee. S.F. 630, authorizing Outcome-Based 

Sen. Phil Riveness (DFL-Bloomington) Schools. The bill is authored by Sen. 
said that S.F. 348 provides another tool Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope). 
for school districts to use to take care of Reichgott said that the bill brings 
catastrophic repairs on school buildings. together several initiatives including site-
The bill authorizes school districts to levy based management and outcome based 
for the replacement or restoration, such education. The bill encourages school 
as roof replacement or to correct viola- district innovation by providing funding 
tions cited by the Fire Marshal, without and eliminating much of the bureauc-
referendum. Districts would be allowed racy, she said. 
to levy up to two percent of current The bill allows the establishment of 
replacement costs of all its school Outcome-Based Schools to improve 
facilities per year, said Riveness. learning, increase learning opportunities, 

Bills presented 
The Education Subcommittee on Early 

Childhood and Special Populations met 
Mon., Mar. 18, to hear two bills and 
continue discussion on a third. 

The subcommittee, chaired by Sen. 
Judy T raub (DFL-Minnetonka) continued 
consideration of S.F. 516, authored by 
Sen. Ember Reichgott (DFL-New Hope). 
The bill enhances adult basic education 
programs. An amendment, offered by 
Reichgott, that removed a provision 
intended to classify adult basic education 
teachers in the statutory definition of 
"teacher" was adopted. The bill was ap
proved as amended and sent to the 
Education Funding Division. 

S.F. 122, authored by Sen. Sandra 
Pappas (DFL-St. Paul) authorizes addi
tional community education levies for 
parent education programs serving 
parents of children enrolled in the school 
district. Support for the programs is 
necessary because parenting does not end 

and encourage innovated teaching 
methods. In addition, the bill requires 
the schools to establish learner outcomes. 
The bill also requires the school to have 
a sponsor that is a school board, educa
tion district board, or an intermediate 
district board to authorize the operation 
of the outcome-based school. 

The bill requires that schools partici
pate in outreach activities to establish 
diversity among the school population 
and to accept any student applying to the 
school. The school must be non
sectarian, must not charge tuition, and 
must have a written contract, not 
exceeding three years, between the 
sponsor and the board of directors of the 
school. 

The measure allows school districts to 
grant teachers a leave of absence to 
participate in an outcome-based school, 
provides for transportation on a basis 
similar to that of open enrollment, and 
establishes that sponsors are immune 
from civil or criminal liability with 

respect to activities of the school. 
Doug Wallace, Minnesota State Board 

of Education, said that the bill provides 
an alternative for students, not just for 
those with a special interest, but also for 
those who have different learning styles. 
It also creates opportunities for those 
wishing to establish culturally sensitive 
programs, he said. 

Bill opponent, Cheryl Furrer, Minne
sota Education Association (MEA), said 
that problems that Outcome-Based 
Schools set out to address have origins 
outside of the structure of schools and 
curricula. The MEA also opposes 
provisions allowing non-licensed teachers 
to be involved in instruction, she said. 

The bill was held over for further 
testimony. 

Education Funding 

Facilities, cooperation budgets 
The Education Funding Division, 

chaired by Sen. Ronald Dicklich (DFL
Hibbing) met Thurs., Mar. 14, to hear 
continued presentation of the governor's 
education funding proposals. 

Len Nachman, Dept. of Education, said 
that the Capital Expenditure - Facilities 
Program provides revenue to school dis
tricts to acquire land, construct buildings, 
improve structures and acquire certain 
equipment. Michael Landers, Dept. of 
Education, said that the governor 
recommends an appropriation of $72.4 
million in FY 1992 and $71.6 million in 
FY 1993. 

The Capital Expenditure - Equipment 
Program provides revenue for school 
districts for such purposes as the purchase 
or lease of instructional and nonin
structional equipment and the purchase 
of text and library books, said Nachman. 
The governor recommends an appropria
tion of $36.3 million in FY 1992 and $36 
million in FY 1993, said Landers. 

The Capital Expenditure - Health and 
Safety Program, said Nachman, facilitates 
the pursuit of a healthy and safe environ
ment for education services. The 
governor recommends that aid and levy 
for health and safety be limited to $58.8 
million in FY 1993 and recommends 
appropriations of $11.6 million for FY 
1992 and $10.4 million for FY 1993, said 
Landers. 

The Maximum Effort School Loan 
Program provides capital loans for school 
districts that need to repair or replace 
facilities and for debt service beyond the 
district's capacity to pay, said Nachman. 
Landers said that the governor's program 
calls for the authorization of Maximum 
Effort Loans totaling $45.1 million for FY 
1993 at sites already approved by the 
Legislature and an appropriation of $9.6 
million in FY 1993 to cover the cost of 
these loans. 


