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The May meeting will focus on strategies for improving 
acceptance of the charter school concept and for suggesting 
improvements for the current law. Do come and contribute to 
this important discussion. The next meeting will be held in 
the Wilkins Room on the Second floor of the B.~®.#. 

ll•~ll!llli•11~Bl!l8!llll 
§W,l:::em!H9.i.EM.!it!:l~· Parking stickers for free parking at 
the ramp on 21st Avenue and 4th Street, near the Rarig 
Center, will be available. 

* * * * * * * 

Senator Ember Reichgott was able to attend the meeting on 
April 20 at the Humphrey Institute. The 22 people who were 
there talked with her about their experiences in their districts, 
the pressures they are getting, and the feeling that they are 
doing something wrong. She encouraged people to continue 
with their efforts despite all the difficulties. If those 
committed to charter schools backoff the legislature and tum 
around and say - "Look, no one is interested. " Please keep 
records of your activities and the troubles you are having. 
This will be helpful information when we begin to improve the 
legislation. So: Keep on keeping on!@ 

* * * * * * 

Senator Reichgotthighly recommended letting legislators know 
your interest and commitment to the charter school concept as 
parents and teachers. Legislators who are well informed are 
more likely to recognize the need to free people to create 
innovative ways of providing excellent education. 

They will also be more likely to support the legislation, and 
consider changes which will allow it to work. 

* * * 

Rapidan was turned down by the State Board of Education. 
The major reasons given were: 1) their initial reason for 
seeking charter status was to save their school, 2) there were 
no teachers signatures on the letter of intent who were 
expecting to be running the school, 3) they had to shop around 
for a sponsoring district, and 4) the Lake Crystal/Wellcome 
district is demonstrating leadership in implementing innovative 
reform. The Commissioner of Education did not support the 
proposal for similar reasons. A school board representative 
from Truman gave a wonderful speech in favor of charter 
schools and the program designed by Rapidan. 

Forest Lake Montessori was anticipating that at the school 
board meeting that evening (April 20) they would get support 
for becoming a district-wide option within the Forest Lake 
district. The school board did approve the administrations 
recommendation provide a half day kindergarten and one first
second grade class room as an option to parents in the district. 

The families had been requesting a Montessori option for over 
2 years. The charter school proposal bad the district and the 
school board take a new look at the request. 

Metro Deaf School was seeking sponsorship from the Forest 
Lake school board the same evening. The administration was 
arguing for another solution than a charter school to provide 
def . r,Iucation. The a~ministration had invited two 
adllllilJstrato·rs from the Fanbault school and two people from 
Mp ro SPLICE to comment on the charter school idea for deaf 
ruldren. Both Faribault and SPICE felt the charter provided 

a needed alternative for deaf children. The board unanimously 
approved the Metro Deaf School even after the superintendent 
made a last minute speech not to approve. One of his major 
concerns was that the charter school would be able to bill back 
home districts at exorbitant rates. The Metro Deaf school will 
present their proposal at the June meeting of the State Board 
of Education. 



City Academy as approved by the St. Paul school board in 
April. The pro m will address the needs of bard-to-reach, 
hard-to-teach learners who have experienced incarceration, 
homelessness, and other problems. The St. Paul mayor's 
office, NSP, and two Eastside community centers were 
supporting this effort. Their proposal comes before the State 
Board of Education in June. 

Henderson has been working quietly to form a charter school 
around the computer infused program they have been 
developing over a period of years. The district is moving. into 
an agreement with LeSeur and the computer program would 
not be maintained under the new arrangement. Since their 
charter idea bas been made public, they are being intimidated 
by teachers and administrators in the two districts. They are 
feeling that they are doing something criminal. 

Joan Riedl, after being turned down for sponsorship as a 
charter, the St. Cloud school board and superintendent met 
with her to negotiate the possibility of a school within a 
school. She was not able to get agreement on many things she 
needed to truly run an alternative program. One stumbling 
block was salary. She would not be able to bring any of her 
experience with her to the district. Only football coaches are 
allowed to do that. 

Mounds View Area Leaming Center, after being turned down 
by the Mounds View school board on April 6, is now working 
toward electing supportive school members in the up-coming 
election. If the board changes they will be back to try again. 

Cannon Falls Middle School in Northfield, which was turned 
down in February, met with the superintendent to explore 
offering an option within the district. They were told they bad 
burned their bridges. 

Bluffview Montessori in Winona, is still working through 
internal problems and with _the district concerning their 
contract. 

Emily is facing a similar experience as Rapidan in getting 
sponsorship and no doubt with the State Board of Education. 
They too, are a small school which _was scheduled for closing. 
They are scheduled on the next Crosby-Ironton school board 
to either reopen the school, allowing them to offer the 
innovative program they have been working on, or failing that, 
to return the school building to Emily which owned the 
building and turned it over to the district when the district 
consolidated a few years ago. The Remer school board is 
considering sponsorship and will vote on it at their next 
meeting, May 21. Kate Smith, from MPR, is interviewing 
several members of the group May 6, for a story she is doing 
on charter schools. 

DavidJerusa/.em, who runs the H.O.W. (Hands On Leaming) 
program at Monroe Community School in St. Paul, is 
proposing a comprehensive, experiential program based on a 
manufacturing business for 16-20 year olds who are not 
succeeding in traditional high schools. He is meeting with the 
St. Paul mayor in May, and is seeking support from other 
organizations as well, before taking the proposal to the St. 
Paul School Board. 

Karen Locke, who is working with a group on a education 
model based on the operation of a small town, is continuing to 
meet and develop their proposal. 

Please keep me informed periodically about what you are 
doing. Send clippings that appear in your newspapers. I am 
keeping a folder on each of the charter groups, that I am 
aware of, in order to have information about problems, issues, 
successes. This will be very important as we attempt to 
improve the current legislation. I will honor your need for 
confidentiality or your need to not be known, if you request 
that. However, it is still helpful for me to have some idea of 
the various groups working on charters and your progress. 
THANKS! 

Send to: Peggy Hunter 
927 Capitol Square Building 
550 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 
(612)297-2241 


