
Jon Schroeder 

I was called just now by Bill Steele. He is trying to get the GOP 
nomination to run against William Ford for Congress next fall. 

This is a new district; a combination of two old districts. He says 
it is less Democratic than before; now probably about 55/45. 

He is running against a state senator who is pointing to his own 
legislative experience. Steele is running as a person of ideas. 
He's been reading Osborne/Gaebler, and likes what they say. 

I suggested he call you, and he said he will do that. 

He started out looking for ideas about "the federal role''. I told 
him this is mainly a state system (which he accepts) and that the 
question at the national level is mostly how to give the states 
the opportunity to change. 

He would like to follow Ford's movements as the education bill 
goes -, through the House. 

If you want to reach him he's at 313/455-4061 (o) and, at the office 
(unk what) 313/478-1400. 

** 
I had a call this morning from Patty Farnan at ALEC (American Leg
islative Exchange Council). She says they want to do a model bill 
for charter schools, and that they have state legislators inter
ested in introductions in '93. 

I note ALEC shares the same office -address as the Heritage Founda
t ion. My impress ion is it s e rves mo s tly conservativ e Re publcians . 

Can you enlighten me further? Any thoughts on what I should or 
should not do? We left it that (after she looks at the MN bill 
and at my memo she will call and I would talk thorugh with her 
s ome of the essentials o f the charter idea. 

** 

A national group called "Politics in Education" (academics and 
think-tankers) is having its annual meeting in Minneapolis in orde r 
to look at MN innovations-in-education f irst-hand ; Oc tober 29- 30. 
Lots o f peopl e you know will b e on t he p rogram. 


