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The D.C. Public Charter School 
Resource Center is pleased to 
share with. you the first edition 
of our newly published "Portfolio 
of D. C. Public Charter Schools". 
The Portfolio ,includes a descrip-

/ 
tion of the 18 charter schools in 
the District, 16 of which have 
just.completed their first year of 
operation, plus 10 schools that 
are scheduled to open this fall. 

Washington's charter ,schools · 
offer the pr01:nise of accountable 
public schools - schools that / 
parents and students select for 
improved learning opportunities, 
innovative approach'es and pro-
grams - public schools that offer 

. safe, supportive environments 
designed to address the divei:se 
needs of otir children. 

Chatter school programs 
, in the District run the gamut. 

There are schools that deal with 
adjudicated youth, high-school 
drop outs; children with learning 
disabilities, as well as programs 
for students interested in a tech-

. nology, mathematics or science 
emphasis, schools for the adult 
immigrant population, language 
imm.~rsion programs in the p'ri-
mary grades, the first public 
boar.ding school, and arts-infused 
education curriculums. While our 
charter schools reflect a variety of 
ooucational approaches and 
teaching strategies, they share a 
common mission of providing an ·· 
enriched learning environment 
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for their students, all of whom are 
admitted without any entrance . 
qualifications. 

Charter schools are on the cut-
ting edge of education reform in 
the District and they are proud to 
be a part of this national pioneer-
ing effort to improve public school 
education. In the past two years, 
our city's public charter schoolSI 
have demonstrated their ability to 
address the tough challenges of 
securing a building and raising 
funds to supplement their budgets 
-while addressing the inevitable 
problems associated with starting 
a new business. At the same time, 
the schools have been working 
continuously to improve their 
instructional programs and 
address student needs: 

We hope you find these 
portfolios iqteresting_and informa-
tive as you discover the inspiring 
contributions that charter schools 
are making to improve public 
education in our city. If you would 
like more information about the 
development of charter schools in 
~he District, feel free to call us or 
visit the Resource Center website: 
www.dcchartercenter.org . 
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