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The D.C. Board of Education voted yesterday 

to begin the process of shutting down three of 
the 17 · public charter schools it oversees, citing 
chronic problems with teaching,. discipline, at-
tendance and administrative oversight. 

The move puts hundreds of children in aca-
demic limbo less than four weeks before the start 
of a new school year. 

The formal process of revoking a charter will 
stretch past the opening day of school, but the 
board made it extremely difficult for the schools 
to reopen this fall by voting to freeze their fi-
nancial assets. 

Students at. the World Public Charter School, 
New Vistas Preparatory· Public Charter School 
and Richard Milburn Public Charter Alternative 
High School-many o~ whom chose those· in-
stitutions over failing neighborhood schools-
therefore will probably have to enroll elsewhere. 
. "We realize that this is a late action," said 

board member Julie Mikuta (District 1), chair-
man of the charter school subcommittee. She 
said board members wanted to make sure they 
had all the necessary information before taking 
action. 

"We have every intention of trying to make the 
transition for the children-into whatever public 
charter school or public school they want to get 
into-as smooth as possible," Mikuta said. 

Six of nine board members attended the spe-
cially called meeting yesterday afternoon. · 

Robert Cane, executive director of the charter 
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adyoca_cy group Friends of 
Choice in Urban Public 
Schools, questioned the 
board's timing and the specif-
ics of its actions. He also ques-
tioned whether the board had 
the authority to freeze the 
schools' assets: 

Charter schools are pub-
licly funded but independent-
ly run institutions. 

The school board's mon-
itoring reports said Milburn 
High's two campuses, one in 
Southeast Washington and 
one in Northwest, suffered 
from a host of failings: stu-
dent absentee rates ranging 
from 45 percent to nearly 100 
percent on the dates of mon-
itoring visits; lack of text; 
books arid instructional sup-
plies; and little control over 
student behavior. 

Robert H. Crosby, · an offi-
cial with the natiolial Milburn 
organization, which runs 20 
schools for troubled teenage 
boys across the country, said 
the two-year-old D.C. school 
serves youths who by de:fini- · 
tion have chronic problems 

- with attendance and disci-
pline. He said 200 students 
were enrolled for the fall. 

'These kids are headed for 
the street," Crosby said. With-
out Milburn, "most of them 
will be dropping out of school 
in the next two months." 

Board members echoed 
that concern from the dais 
and briefly considered putting 
Milburn on probation rather 
than shutting it down com-
pletely. But they decided that 
to do so would be to send the 
wrong message tq a vulner-
able population. · 

"It sends the message-to 

this community that we don't 
care," said board member 
Laura D. Gardner, a mayoral 
appointee. She called c-0ndi-
tions at Milburn "egregious." 

Board members cited a 
host of similar concerns about 
three-year--0ld World and two-
year--0ld New Vistas, which 
each enrolled 141 students as 
of last fall Among them were 
administrative. confusion, a 
lack of educational cu..7-icu-
lum andmaterials, poor class-
room management and.finan-
cial irregularities. 

World founder Dorothy 
Goodman, who has feuded 
with the school board for 
:y-ears and whose school v..-as 
placed on probation tempo-
rarily in 1999; called yester-
day's proceeding a "star 
chamber." · 

But two World parents who 
have led opposition to Good-
man applauded the board's ac-
tion. Sais Phillips, who has al-
ready enrolled her daughter 
at Powell Elementary School 
after a disastrous. first-grade 
year at World, said she was 
overjoyed when she. toured 
the neighborhood school. 
· "I was like, 'Oh, look, they 

have books, they have science • 
labs,' " she said. • They have 

· pictures on the ,valls."' 
The schools now have 15 

days to request a hearing to 
plead their case, after which 
the board has 30 days to hold 
such a hearing and take a final 
vote. · 

Officials from the three 
schools said they probably 
will request hearings. But 
they also said they felt the· 
board members'· minds were 

. made up, even as they· dis-
missed the board's concerns 
as inaccurate or overblown. 


