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SENATE 

1> My name is Jerome Moers 

2) !1y address is e850 South Eaton way, Denve1·, Colorado 8022'1 

3) Ny wife and I are Deaf parents of four Deaf children --- all grown 
up with college degrees (one has a master's degree and another is 
on verge of earning it). I am the representative of Colorado 
Ass!">c i at ion ot· the Deaf --- and the Deaf co:nmuni t:y in general • 

4) (Show the large Denver Post c;lipping of Feb. 23 of "A School of 
Their Own">. It talks about girls' academies proving valu"' of 
same-sex education. The problems that girls have in coed schools 
parallel in principle to those of Deaf children who are 
mainstreamed in public schools. 

5) First, let me emphasize our recognition that some Deaf children 
are so gifted and talented that their educational learning is very 
successful. They can stay where they are. We are speakir1:9 for 
the majority of the Deaf children who don't fare educationally 
well in mainstream schools. 

6) The biggest problem the Deaf have in mainstream schools is lack of 
dif·ect teaching from teachers. Even if teachers a1·e certified by 
the state, they are truly not qualified to deal with deaf 
education. Teaching is relayed through an intE?t·preter. And many 
of inte1·p1·eters are not certified and do not sign well. They 
could nc.>t understand the Deaf's signing even muc:h worse. Let me 
quote the sect ion from the clipping --- (I). When a teache1· asks 
a question, hearing children will immediately raise their hands 
while the interpreter is not finished interpreting the question. 
Eventually, the Deaf children's feelings of confidence and 
competence quickly disintegrate. Their involvment in class 
discussion or debate is soon dimini,;hed. Their self-esteem hits 
rock bottom and their assertiveness becomes nonexistent. 

7) Deaf1,ess is unique. Public school staff is not trained in deaf 
education. Thus, the Deaf children endure the sufferance and upon 
their graduation from high school, their average reading level is 
between third and fourth grade. 



8) For· reasons just mentioned plus many reasons too numerous tc, 
identify here, we the Deaf adults strongly support this bill. 
Onc:e the bill is passed, the work can be s·tarted toward setting up 
a magnet school of the Deaf possibly in the Denver area because of 
its proximity to the large Deaf children population and be,::ause 
their parents wish their children to be horc>e daily. In fact, the 
steering committee for the school has its first meeting last 
month! 

MISSION STATEMENT 

The MISSION of the Metro Denver-based Hagnet Sc:hool of the Deaf 1s to 
provide for Deaf children, early childhood through twelvth grade, ,an 
education that is~ 

Deaf'-centerecl, 

visually-oriented. 

supportive of the child's home, 

staff'ed by competent personnel, and 

administered by parents, Deaf community representatives, and 
teachers. 

Mr. Je,ome R. Moe,s 
28S0 Sourb 1<:aton Way 
Otn,·er. CO 80l2:7-4J lf. 

VIA 


