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SENMNATE

1} My mame i= Jerome HMoers

2) My address is 2050 South Eaton Way. Denver. Colorado 80227

3 My wife and ! are bBeaf parenis of four PBeaf children —— &ll griswn
up with college degreeses {one has a master®™s degree and ancother as
en verge of earning it). I am the representative of Colorado
fgesnciation of the Deaf —— amd the Deaft community in general.

£) fShow the large Penver Fost clipeing of Feh. 23 of *A School of
Their Own"). It talks about oirls? academies proving value of
zsame—sex education. The problem=s that gairls have 1n coed schools
parallel in princigle ¥o those of Deaf children who are
mainsireamed in puhlic schoocls.

5} First, let me emphasize our recognition that some Deaf children
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are so gifted and talented that their educational learning is very
suceesstul .  They can stay where they are. We are speskiea for
the majority of the Deaf children who don®t fare educationalkly
well i mainstream schools.

The biggest problem the Peaft have in mainstream schoeeols 15 lack of
divect teaching from teachers. Even if teachers are certified by
the statea. thevy are truly noet qualiftied to deal with geaf
ethiratinn. Teaching is relayed through an interpreter. And many
of interpreters are et gertified and doc net sign well.  They
could net understand the Deat’s signing even much worse. Let me
gucte the section froem the clipping -—— {1}, UWhen a teacher asks
a guestion. hearing children will immediately ralise their hands
while the interpreter is not finished interpreting the question.
Eventuzlliv. the Beaf children’®s feelings of confidence and
competence guickly disintegrate. Their invvelvment in class
discussion or debaste i soon diminished. Their self-ecteen hits
rock bottom and their assertiveness becomes mopexistent.

Deaftness is unigue. Public schoel staff is not trained in deaf
oeducation. Thuss the Deaf children endure the sufferance and upon
their graduztion from high school, their average veading level is
petween third and fourth grade.
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8) For reasons ;ust mentioned plus many reasonms too numerous o
identify here; we= the Deat adulis stronely suppert thi= Bill.
Orice the Bill i= pas=ed, Lthe work can he started toward setting up
a magnet schopl of the Deaf po=sibly in the Denver area because of
its proxzimity o the large Deaf childres population and becaace

their parents wish their ehildren to be homee daily. In fact, the
steering committee for the schowl has its First seeting last
Trinh= ek

MISSION STATEMENT

The MISSION of ithe Metre Denver—baced Magnet School of the Deaf is io
provide for Deaf childrens sariy chiidhood through twelvih grade, an
educatice that 1cs:

— Deaf-centereds

—— wicsually—oriented.

—— supporitive of the child™s home.

—— c=taffed by competent personnei; and

— administered by parentss, Deaf cemmunity representatives, and

teacrhers.
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