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power of a frustrated mother 
bUieaucracy and the CUiriculum. 

Castle Rock woman who 
griped about her son's 
school leads campaign 
for charter innovation 
By Chflstot1her Brodefldt 
Roclry M0ttntai• N...,,S,ajfWriter 

Joan Torres is a mom on a mis-
sion. 

She is downright obsessed over 
Academy Charter Sdtool, which 
opened Wednesday in a Castle 
Rock shopping center. 

She quit her job as vice presi• 

dent of a Denver 
computer firm 
four months ago, 
mowiting a grass-
roots campaign to 
enlist parents to 
gamble the fut111e 
of their children on 

Tonff the new school. 
That's no easy 

task in Douglas County, where 
doting mothers are as ubiquitous 
as new subdivisions. 

"When I grew up, my family had 
the philo90Phy that you don't have 
a right to complain unless you try 

to be part of the solution," said the 
31-year-old former Catholic-_ 
school teacher. 

Officially, Torres is dean of the 
school. but lately she has been a 
traffic cop, den mother, chief engi-
neer, social director, office man3g-
er and chief financial oflicet. She 
also will be a part-time music 
teacher. 

Torres didn't think her 9-year• 
old son, Tracy, was being cha!· 
lenged at Rock Ridge Elementary 
in Castle Rock. She had no com-
plaints with the teachers, but she 
was frustrated by large classes, 

Torres bas worked without pay, 
but she's negotiating a salary with 
the parent committee that over· 
sees the scllool. She also is a candi· 
date for the Douglas County 
school board on Nov. 2. 

She didn't want her son in a 
religious s_chool and pinned her 
hopes on a bill that would allow 
schools chartered by parents to be 
funded by tax money. 

"I knew from Day 1 we could do 
this," said Torres, a fourth-geoer• 
ation Coloradan born and raised m 
Sterling. 


