
TO: 

FROM: 

AURORA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
DIVISION OF AUXILIARY SERVICES 

Research and Governmental Relations 
1085 Peoria Street 

Aurora, Colorado 80011 
February 9, 1993 

MEMORANDUM 

Senator Bill Owens and Representative 

Dr. Rod Killian, Director of Research 
Relations 

Peggy Kerns -~ } 

and Goverrunenta1/Lrr-c/ 

SUBJECT: Senate Bill 183 

I want to share with you some of the collective thinking 
on behalf of the Aurora Public Schools regarding the Charter 
Schools Bill. Some of the items are questions while others are 
observations. I would be happy to talk with either of you further 
with regards to specific an1endments should you find that desirable. 
In general, the District is supportive of the concept of Charter 
Schools. 

Specific issues/questions are as follows. 

1. We appreciate the rigor that is within the 
application process. 

2. The local board of education needs to be in 
control, may want to involve the State Board of 
Education in an advisory role rather than the final 
appellate authority. 

3. We do not see the rationale for giving the Colorado 
Department of Education O.St of the funds. We see 
this as simply taking financial resources away from 
kids. 

4. If the teacher has the right to return to the host 
district, what happens if no vacancy exists at the 
time the teacher desires to return? 

5. Are Charter Schools a separate legal entity? If 
so, why not state so in the legislation? 

6. How does a Charter School continue with payments to 
reduce the current level of debt within the host 
district? 

7. Charter Schools must not become another home study 
situation - - - with very little accountability in 
place. 

8. Should this bill be housed as a pilot/demonstration 
project for a few years with appropriate sunset and 
revisitation by the General Assembly within a few 
years? 

I sincerely hope that this feedback is of assistance to 
you. Please do not hesitate to call at 344·8060, extension 335 
should questions arise. Thank you for your consideration. 

bm 

cc: D. Hartenbach, Superintendent of Schools 


